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To victim families, 

Our hearts go out to victims of the crash of the PenAir commuter plane at 

Unalaska Airport on October 17, 2019.  

Our experience representing victims of air disasters for decades has taught us 
the depth of your sorrow. Mere words are insufficient, but please accept our 

sincere condolences. 

We provide you with this information to help you confront legal challenges you 

will face seeking justice from those responsible for the crash. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The following four points you need to know immediately: 

1. Do not discuss your case with representatives of the aircraft company, 
the airline, insurers or anyone else other than your family, your doctors, or 

your lawyers. While corporate representatives may seem sympathetic and 
helpful, their goal is to protect their employers and settle your claim as cheaply 

as possible. 

2. Start a diary/journal in which you record all your suffering—both 

physical and emotional.  Preserve all financial records including income, taxes, 

business/corporate records, bank account, and budgets. Further, keep records 

of all medical treatment and all expenses.  

3. Seek out psychological/grief counseling. Not only can it be vital for 
your mental health, but it will also document your suffering, which will help 

prove the extent of your damages when the time comes.  

4. All victims need legal advice from lawyers not only skilled in these 

complicated aviation disaster cases. The sooner your lawyers start work on 

your behalf, the more successful they will be. 

 

FACTS 

On October 17, 2019, a PenAir commuter plane went off the end of the 
runway at Unalaska airport, which serves the port of Dutch Harbor. The 

Alaska Airlines flight carrying 42 people was operated by Peninsula Airways, 
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or PenAir. The aircraft left Anchorage at about 3:15 p.m. and crashed at 

about 4:45 p.m. 

There were 39 passengers on board, including an infant, and three crew. One 
person is reported dead from “traumatic injuries,” and at least eleven others 

were injured, according to the Anchorage Daily News.  

A high school swim team from Cordova was on the flight. The Cordova School 

District announced on their Facebook page the team was safe, “albeit a bit 
shaken up.” The Cordova Times reported one student had a piece of metal 

embedded in his leg.  

Witnesses said the plane, a SABB-Scania 2000 twin-engine turboprop, had 

difficulty landing. National Weather Service data recorded winds that 
afternoon of 24 miles per hour with gusts up to 31 miles per hour. The airport 

is notoriously challenging due to high winds, Ballyhoo mountain, and the water 

surrounding the airport on three sides.  

The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating. The NTSB Chief said 

the investigation is in the preliminary stages and it is too soon to identify a 
cause or causes for the accident. Often there are multiple causes in air 

disasters.  

We always examine the airlines, crew, maintenance, and management. We 

also look at the manufacturer of the aircraft and its subcomponents, especially 
those parts supplying power, stability, and navigation. Further, training, 

warnings, and instruction must all be reviewed.  

 

COMPENSATION 

The amount of compensation is unique to individual victims and the situation.  

Injuries, whether critical or minor, can result in significant compensation. 
Further, everyone on the aircraft in a crash landing may have experienced 

some level of terror and trauma. Some passengers may suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder. All injuries, whether physical or emotional, are 

potentially compensable.  

The death of a loved one is extremely traumatic. The loss of love and affection, 
companionship, support and other financial losses can amount to substantial 

sums of money depending upon family relationships, age of the victim, and 

actual and potential earnings.  

Many factors go into calculating the just amount. We fully prepare every 
aspect of a case, using experts when necessary, to maximize your just award. 

Our work begins immediately so we can recover money for our clients as soon 

as possible.   
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In previous cases, we’ve recovered as much as several million dollars. For 
specific amounts, please review our “Firm Record” and “Our Legal Team” 

sections that follow this letter.  

We want to be clear, however, that past results do not guarantee any amount 

for future recoveries. Each case is determined on its own merits. 

The Herrmann Law Group has been successfully representing clients in 

aviation disasters for decades.  

 

We invite all to contact us for a free, personal, and private 

consultation with no commitments required.  

Feel free to contact any of the following: 

 

Charles Herrmann at cell: 206.488.5911 / charles@hlg.lawyer 
Lara Herrmann at cell: 253.380.5272 / lara@hlg.lawyer 

Mark Lindquist, cell: 206.334-2672 / mark@hlg.lawyer 

 
Or any of our other attorneys at either of our two offices: 

Seattle Office:  206.625.9104 

Tacoma Office: 253.627.8142  

 

Respectfully, 

HERRMANN LAW GROUP 

Charles Herrmann 
Attorney at Law 
Direct: 206.488.5911 

Email: charles@hlg.lawyer  
Website: www.hlg.lawyer  
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